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BEFORE  YOU  BEG IN

How to use this book
What this book covers, who it is for, and how to use it.

Perplexity calls itself an answer engine. Instead of giving you a list of links like
a traditional search engine, it searches the web, reads the results and writes a di‐
rect answer, with numbered citations so you can see where each point came
from. It is one of the ten most visited AI tools in the world, and a favourite of
students, researchers and anyone who wants quick answers they can check.

Perplexity has grown beyond search. It now offers Deep Research reports, Labs
for building reports and dashboards, Spaces for organizing projects, the Comet
AI web browser, and Computer, an agent that carries out tasks.

This book is a beginner's guide. It shows how to ask good questions, read and
check citations, choose sources, run deep research, organize your work, browse
with AI safely, manage privacy and turn answers into useful work.

Which versions this book covers

Perplexity on the web, mobile and desktop as of late 2026.

The Free, Pro, Education Pro, Max and Enterprise plans in 2026.

The Comet browser, free for everyone since October 2025.

Perplexity Computer, launched in February 2026.

Features and limits change often. Check Perplexity's site for current details.

Who this book is for

Students who need reliable sources for assignments.
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Professionals who research markets, competitors, policies or technology.

Curious people who want better answers than a list of links.

How the book is organized

Part I — Foundations (Chapters 1–5): what Perplexity is, how it works, the
product family, plans, and your first search.

Part II — Searching well (Chapters 6–13): good questions, reading cita‐
tions, judging sources, focus modes, follow-ups, files, models, and news,
voice and shopping.

Part III — Going further (Chapters 14–19): Deep Research, Labs, Spaces,
the Comet browser, Computer and agents, and privacy.

Part IV — Putting it to work (Chapters 20–23): ideas by role, worked ex‐
amples, fixing problems and building habits.

Reference: checklists, glossary and further reading.

Callouts

T IP

Practical advice you can use straight away.

IN  PERPLEX ITY

Details about how Perplexity itself does something.

WATCH  OUT

Common mistakes and risks.

KEY  IDEA

The one thing to remember from a section.
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A note on screens and examples

Screens are simplified illustrations, not copies of Perplexity's software. Names
in examples are invented.
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PA R T  I

Foundations
These chapters explain what Perplexity is, how it builds

answers, the products in its family, which plan you need,

and how to run your first search.
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CHAPTER  1

What Perplexity is
Perplexity combines web search with AI writing to give cited answers.

An answer engine

Perplexity was founded in 2022 in San Francisco. Its idea is simple: when you
ask a question, you usually want an answer, not ten links. Perplexity searches
the web, reads relevant pages, and writes a concise answer with numbered cita‐
tions linking to its sources.

Traditional search engine Answer engine

List of links Written answer

You open and read pages Numbered citations

You combine the facts Follow-up questions

Ads and SEO pages Still needs checking

Figure 1.1  How an answer engine differs from a search engine

Why people like it

Speed: one answer instead of many tabs.

Transparency: citations show where claims come from.

Follow-ups: you can keep asking in the same thread.

Current information: it searches the live web.
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What it is not

It is not always right. Answers can misread or misstate sources.

Citations are not proof: a cited page can itself be wrong, old or biased.

It is not a replacement for expert advice on health, law or money.

KEY  IDEA

Perplexity's big advantage is that you can check it. Use that advantage every time
an answer matters.
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CHAPTER  2

How Perplexity works
Understanding the steps behind an answer helps you ask better ques‐

tions and spot errors.

Question
your words

1

Search
many web pages

2

Read
pick relevant parts

3

Answer
with citations

4

You check
open sources

5

Figure 2.1  From question to cited answer

Step by step

1. You ask a question in plain language.

2. It searches the web, and sometimes specific sources such as academic
papers.

3. It reads the most relevant parts of the pages it found.

4. An AI model writes an answer that combines what it read.

5. It adds citations linking statements to sources.

Which AI models

Perplexity uses its own models, called Sonar, and also lets paying users choose
models from other companies, such as OpenAI, Anthropic, Google and xAI. The
model affects the writing and reasoning; the sources come from the search.
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